The Blue Whale – Giant of The Oceans
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igger than any dinosaur, Blue Whales frequent cold and
temperate waters. They are air breathing mammals and
come to the surface to breathe through a blow hole.

They are warm blooded mammals, and just like humans they give
birth to live young, and suckle their young using mammary glands.
Blue Whales have a baleen plate in their mouths and rather than
eat fish or squid Blue Whales are happy to eat microscopic onecelled creatures called krill which float in the water. They gently
move through the water and scoop up their food, forcing the
water back through the baleen plate and filtering the krill. Blue
Whales can consume 4 tons of krill in a day, feeding whilst they
travel hundreds of miles a day using sonar navigation.
Blue Whales are the largest animal on the planet. They can live
up to 90 years, measure up to 30 metres, and weigh up to 200
tonnes. Their tongues alone weigh as much as an elephant, and
they have hearts as big as a car. They are the loudest animals on
earth and can hear each other up to 1000 miles apart.
It is believed from research with fossils that whales evolved from
a hyena-like hoofed mammal that gradually returned to the sea –
whilst a ‘cousin’ to the whale stayed on land and eventually
developed into the hippopotamus.

FABULOUS FACTS:
Type: mammal
Diet: mainly krill
Life span: up to 90
years
Size: 80 to 100 ft (25
to 30 m)
Weight: up to 200
tons (180,000 kg)
Status: endangered
Did you know?
The Blue Whale is the
largest mammal on
Earth.
Whales have been on
Earth for about 54
million years.

Ambulocetus natans.
Ancient hippo or
primitive whale?
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